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(Mr. Jachek; Czechoslovekia)

The meeting was called %o order et 10,50 a.m.

aslegation also attached great importance to the principles relating to

content of direct television broadeasts, which shqgld_iéflect ?he '

g and purposes.of the United Wations Charter and spreg%.phe o?llgatzon'

1udé anything hich was contrary to the preservaticn of 1nﬁ?rnatlonal peace
ity , which constituted interrerence in the intergal gffalrs of other

.y vhich undermined the foundations of lccal civilizations, cultures or

GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continued)

1. Mr. JACEEX {(Czechoslow ia) said that his country was a perty to the
meltilateral international treaties concerning outer space wotrkzed out by the
United Nations, with the exception of the Convention on Registration of Objects
Launched into Outer Space, retification of which was under consideration. In
ancordence with those instruments, Crachoslnvalkia was actively participating i
international co-operaticn in research on outer space, particularly within the
framework of the sccislist countries,

sensing of the earth from space - an item which Working Group IIT had
+ad to diseuss - involved technology of a global character, ?n%lke .
on broadcasting, which could be channelled with relativ?_preclslon.to a
erpitory. That technigue offercd great benefits,ygarﬁltularly from the
view of economic dsvelopment, although it clearly affected ?he sovereign
snd interests of States.. The Jeint FrencthSSR-proposal pr0v1deq a so%id
' the formulation of legal pringiples applicable to remote sensing which
tect the sovereign rights end interests of States and preserve the
n of the use of outer space for seientific purposes and aims of general

2,  Althouch it had not been possible to finalize eny cther legal instrument s
the adoption in 1974 of the Convention on Registration, the Sub-Committee's wor
had produced positive resulks represented hy the unified text cf the draft tres
relating to the moon and by the formulation of nine general principles on direc
television broadcasting and five genersl principles on renote sensing. That ga
reason to hope that significent pregress would be achisved during the current .
session in the pricrity tesks assigned to the Sub-Compitiee by the General Asse

e

TRORKOZ {Ecusdor), speeking at the invitation of the Chelrman, noted
o Fousdor was one of the 10 countries loceted in the equlno?tlal zone,
particularly interested in everything connected with the question of the )
shery synchronous oxbit, as a new region_which could give the developing
wsans of overcoming the imbalances and injustices on earth. 1o exclusions
srmitted in thet new frontier of space, since they w?uld produce a
alism of cuter space. The argurent that the equatorial count?ies did
the necessery technological or eccnomic capacity to use satellites was

10" the arguments adduced with regard to sovereignty over t@e resources of
nd the sea-bed. The theory of a 200~-mile maritime soverglgn?y was .
roclajmed even by the Powvers wvhich were illegally flshlng‘zn Ecuador%in
us admitting that coastal States could unilaterally determine the orbits

maritime jurisdiction.

3. Crzechoslovekia regrethed that approval cf the draft treaty relating to the
moon had becn delsyed because it hed been mads conditional cn the solution of t
difficult problems of the lepgol gtahus of the nabural resources of the moon and
the régime for their exploitation. Vhile his delegation did not underestimate
importance of those problems, it believed that they could be solved separately
since the exploitation and eccncmic use of the resources of the moon aad of ot
celestial bodies remsined hypothetical. In addition, the Tormula of the "ccmmo
heritage of mankind”', on vhicl ware based some proposals relating to the draft
treaty, lacked clear legal content and might lead to untenable conclusions sue
the view thet mankind as a whole should be considered as a si ATN?
law; that would not be beneficial for international co-operation.
of the USSR and c¢f cther gneialist countries had been trying to find an accept
solution and it waz to be hoped that their proposals would ewvoke a positive

reaction among the cther dslegations. that any dgfinition of the

Fouadorian delegation reiterated its view y b
sovereignty of States in outer space should take ;nto.?ccoun et
on of the guite gnzcial character of geostationary orbital segments.

reign rights of & State in the

L, 7ith regard to direct television broadcasting by satellite, the fact that
posal for a 100-kilometre limit on the sove 0 )
onal territory was

nine basic principles had been worked out at the Sub-Committee's fifteenth ses
gave grounds for hope that it would be possible at the current gsesgion to IoOrm i¢ cover =nd the space situated directly gbove its nati )
the remaining principles, inclnding tae extreordinarily importent principle of plicable to those segments, since the distance at which satellites had to be
prior consent. In that connexicn, reference should be made to the final acts ' - 871 kilometres above the equator.
the World Administrative Radio Conference for the Planning of the Broadcasting )

Satellite Service, held in Januvary in Geneva, which had been signed by over
150 States., They included a plan for regions 1 and 3 (Rurope, Asia, Africa e
Austrelin), which assigned orbital positions and frequeéncies and delimited the
where the broadcasts would be directed, and intETiﬁ'provisions for region 2 (No:
spé South America and Greenland). The vesults of that Conference could be E
intersieted as scceptonce of the principle of prior concant, and they should be
taken into account by the Sub-Committee.

8 physical characteristics, the geostationary orbit constituted a limited
I resource whose importance for the equatorial States was_constantly‘r
easing with the advances of technology and the growing requlrem?nts of mo?ern
cations, It was such & scarce resource that, as had been pO%HtEd out in t?e
mittee, there might in the near future be a complete sat?rat%on of the orbit,
of ‘the constent increase in the number of satellites using it. At present

fursl resource was being exploited exclusively Dby the more develop@d Btates
transnationsl corporoekions, which conaidered that they were authorized to do

& provisions of the 1967 iweaty. Yet that instrument contained no

‘

[en.
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(Mr. Alborroz, Ecuador)

. . os
;;i:;zn;; ;2 ;?z igec1f1c resource of ?he ge?statiopary orbit and, in any case
concept of %gam 25;:?i§3:i§ zzzcgquzginEdA51nce et in tavenr op cuon o
a - ol = [ a a 5 a i . iy ] ‘ B
E??lci?ation, refovance had evea be;n made :oa;rzzgzgfgg 22m£i§2§:t2;n52;2 |
Eg;;¢tgSn%hznurzﬁniiatfcgnnﬁxi?n the equatorigl countries wers concerned tc not
coxq;ratigns Eoufi 100 au:o 0?10 or t?chnologlcal superiority, transnational
angeaupntjy fu;u use u§4f1%1tes to 1nfluence.the information media end,
Conseauentlys r{*:f %engfaflens, The equatorial countries specifically wished
omee o ;btaiE;5 fo nf: 1r???om an thel? prgferential right to the techni
RGN 6u+ > E e :rO@ sabeliitas fo? apPllcatlcn to devcelovment; accordingl DL
b T pporied the principles of authorization by the sensed State and prior c
5 the only safemiard for their interests. o

particular account the results of the discussions at the recent session
e Seientific and Technical Sub-Committee. With regard to the question of the
reignty of the censed State, his delegation took the view that remote sensing,
ardless of vhether or not it was ccencerned with nalural resources, should be
nsgible without the cohsent of the scused State and that the dissemination to
thira State of raw and processed date and information should also be possible
‘it the consent of the scnsed State. The data and information in question
uld, however, be made available to the sensed State ab the earliest possible
rtunity, in accordsnce with the principle of oren dissemination. Tone the
hig country understocd the concein exprasset Lty sone countries about the
4ihle abuse of remote sensing and considered 1% desirable That sone measures
adjtstmsnt should be explored for the purnose of alleviating that concern,
fﬂg due regard o sn eguitable balance between the potential benefits derived
om remote sensing end-the concern of the individusl sensed State. His delegation
s resdy to explain its point of view in greater detail during the debate in

_ng;Group TIX.

xe into

- Yaley o) =Y o apd - »
zhe gizsiaggg;;%;,ggiigf :ie ?hlsfen?e of %ovefelgn rlghts ov?r the segments oft
epnlieanle & , the equatoriel countries considered that the legal rég
thg right: og zgizr:?netshouig vake into.account a'series of premises. Firstly
poriEItS OF SO n-égzhy gf the eguatorlal cogntrles were designed to benefit:
o usea ri{gau?? e 1nternat1?ﬂal community in geoneral, sand the orbit cou
oy segméntsﬁofﬁtii¢gﬂf?€ thﬁ“bfnef1§ othhe more develoned cowrtries. Secondl
jurisdiction shouid b;U;aoiiaégg?ong;ﬂg u?,the h?gh booE beyonq netional .
ompetont intnwn;tionél hgj.f. f% e cngcn heritage o? mankind, so that the.
o , XN ~organizations conid regulate their use and exploitation
or the benefl? of mankind, Thirdly, the equatorial States did not object to
free@om of or?ltal transit and of communicaticns requirecd by the sateliites
322V1dedlfor_1n.the 1nt??na?ional T§leconmunication Convention, when such satell
e moving in 1t§ territorial sky in grevitstional flight cutside their
gfostatloygry orbit. Tourthly, the prior and express 'consent of en equatorial -
:ate would be reguired before an artefoct could be placed in a fixed pesition in
that Stete's seguent of the geostationary orbit, and its operation wouié be
;Eggiazzd by ;h? lefislation of that State. That authorization referred to the
e o e o T o mwrion wnich mighs be vequested in
perTiiony, aad wes mev a oy co-0 . might be requested in
c 2 e of interference between satellite systems. Lasily, the existeace of
uatelll?es from other countries in the equatorial countries' segments o?mthe
gE?statlona?y orbit did nnbt create future emyiacement rights a:d the c:::nmL
which exercised sovereignty over the segmenﬁ'had to authoriz; i%s uée. =

‘Mr. GAVIRIA (Colombia), spesking a® tihe invitation of the Chairman, reserved
right to spesk on the subject of the synchronous geostationary orbit, with
he representative of Eouador had already dealt in detail, at a later stage

ftﬁe Sub-Committee came to deal specifically wiih that question.

JLLE said thet, as a result of the efforts which it had

ady devoted to the araft treaty relsting to the moon, the Sub-Committee now
had & substantially elaborated text. In the opinion of his delegaticn, it was
most important that the final version of the éraft should include a reference to

e _fact thah the moon must be regarded os the "common neritage of mankind" and
that that concept, which was implicit in article I, first paragreph, of the Treaty
on Outer Space, must be clearly defined within the context of that Treaty. OF
}‘imPortance was the need, implicit in the same article, to safeguard the

al resources of the moon so that ro single State or group of States could
riate them for its own use. However, it was not enough to proclaim the legal
us of those nstural resources. An international régime rmst be established to
egulate the explovation and exploitaticn of ihe resources of outer space and the
:gﬁuit&ble distribuiion of the resulting benefits. His delegabtion was awere of the
iﬁlfficulties iphorent in the estsblishment of such a régime and would do its best
U,Szpport all efforts which took into account the views expressed by the developing
ountries.

Mr. DAMANTK (Indonesia) s

&,
-
3

iO‘B In view of those facfs, z11l the eguatorial States had decided at their meey
gﬁosggg?a in December 1975 to declare their rights of scvereignty over the
costationary crbit and to proclaim the zpplicstion to th rbi i
nat cla Aol nt at orbit o T
gf;vls{?ns of General Assembly resoluticns 2692 (XXV) and 3281 (XXli)theHis -m>.w;t7W0Ul& also seem wise to extend the provisions of the treaty relating to the
delegation hoped that the Sub-Comnlttes wolE e e oo 0 e L e e on betwecn The B he solar oSOl iar bodics and
51 (o} e States situated on the equalor. - ' e no distinction between The HO00 T8 raat

. canaver ¢ierred to them together in several of its provisions. The need for information
ncerning exploratory missions to the moon was no less important for the promotion
;.nternational co-operaticn, and that need vas recognized in article XI of the
aheat¥ on Outer Space, in which States agreed to infcrm the Secretary-General of
-an .alSCOVery of ratural resources. lMoreover, the international scientific

ii; tgf.IKAgg_(Japan) said that, with regard to remote sensing, it would be use
iﬁqas e ‘égal Sub—Commlttee.to proceed during the current session along the same.
lines as it had at the previous session, at which it had succeeded in formulatin

five draft principles and in identifying three common elements, and that it sho

[
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(Mr. Damanik, Indonesia)

F REMOTE SENSING OF THE FARTH FROM SPACE, WITH THE PARTICULAR
RAFT PRINCIPLES ON THE BASIS OF COMMON ELEMENTS IDENTIFIED BY

commnity and internaticnal organizations should be involved in a practical way
" qUB~COMMITTEE (A/AC.205/1T1/ Annex 171) {continued)

. e
1nvest1ggu1ug whatever rezources were brouzght back to earth..

15. Th ragi z ] {

dgrect zpizﬁgutiglgg p?ﬂgrfos achieved in the formulation of principles governi

Lre levision broadcasting by satellite migh 195 tat tha: : ‘

¢ G Ge z hy satellite might facilitate furth roga

e, broadeasti Lit : . >y further progress

e thpl ilt areas Of corgent and participation and of progromme content, Tha
S =ir] ~ - ! i

+hg,novergiogrcfs-abhleved so far aoppeaved to suggest that the legal orinciple

efl2 O 35 i 5 - "

o informa$gn rights of States need not frustrate the political concept of fre

N ¥ e 7

o e aq;}22;${$?e E?oulem flght be solved by principles which provided for!

ise nd parui ation, wi ial 12 set
e D , with appropriate procedures for the settlement of

DAHIE@§§Q§_(Sweden) emid that rapid progress had been made in the

ogy of remote sensing from space and quoted as examples the United States
‘project, the Soviet Union's remote sensing programme and Indien plans for
ensing satellite. In hisz view, such developments indicated that space
d technology in that area would make even raster progress in the future.
i entrusted to the Cormittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in that
oh had a twofold prrpose: first, to solve any problems that might arise

use of that rew technique and, second, to ensure that all nations derive
mum benefit from it, Remcte sonsing was & complex issue, and a cominon
‘anding of what it involved would ccusribute congiderably to identifying
nd agreeing on appropriate solutions. Much work remained to be done in
, and an active interplay between the two Sub-Committees was vital,
wlarly since the main Committee had been unable at its preceding session to
ve example of a fruitful

te the work of its Sub~Committees. One positi

ay hed been the definition of the terms 'primary data’ and “analysed
tion" agreed upon in the Soientific and Technical gub-Comnmittee after the
such a definiticn had erisen in the Legal Gub-Committee. The Legal
ttee should not lose signt of the fact that legal regulation was not the

io. solve remote-gensing problems.

X iy

- y ':"r'. e

igchngggzgvviztngiluzred remcte sen?ing ?o be a mignificent aspect of space
country's gatural‘riﬂozra me:nf of ootglnlng a c?mprehensive inventory of a
cconomia deveIOPmQHIQ Igeih-uu_also as a potent1§lly effective tool for enhane
conducted in the interest * the o of his delegation, remote semsing should be
dmta collected on its nat Oal. e sensed country, which alcone should receive al
inform tha senseé gé;tas g? thzgiourc?s: .S¢n51ng Sta?es should be reguired to
digseminated indisﬁy}mgr,f - eir activities. Tn additicn, data should not b
censed State, to wéigk-fd:e:}:ﬁut only in agreement with Lhe Government of the
to wpply for’&uthofgz;tigi.un$*d country ‘desiring sccess to those data wowld hg
iT. i ati

dzfingigogei§§7ziogpiii§4:ﬁzzﬁhzi great imporiance £o questions relating to the _
legal implications arising from-chPZZEeitziéizles:“1? ?artlculaf the technical question of remote sensing
context . the auestion had ar539n e e 5 u; «t?r{ LLEltlng af satellites. I
Space, the oxbiting Of meo isen whether, under the terms of the Treaty on Ou
sctivity or es on act m%s:itailo?ary sotellites could be regorded as a legiti
nations, regardless nf'tIQ*ETOPriatio? of 2 part of space by a nation or grou
the technologicaltcaJabi:?t &;t hat it might be years bsfore other nations had
ormit. The current Eulé"thyt or P1§c1ng their own satellites in the geostatic
a particular loﬁaé;on - th:t tﬁg{ilgitvoccupler Yas.enti?led to occqu.indef
There was & neod fc}ha SYSt;m o} ;ﬁvqiggebifniguaVOf%al ubat? W%? ques?lonabl.ﬁ
flexible and at the same time eﬂrurekgﬁ i~:.'%n$1?7a CO~Ord??am10n vhich woul
Late—comers. HE he svailebility of orbital locations fo

den believed that the proper approach to the
irst of all, differentiate betwsen the pre~0perational and operational

f yvemote sensing and, to that end, distinguish the individual characteristics
‘phase. The premoperaiionql phace Was normelly established in order to try
ew. technique, and in that case neither the continuity of aata collection nor

2 Tor data availebhility could be guaranteed. On the other hand, the purpose
operational phase was to Heet the specific needs of system users, and at that
oth the continuity of data collection and timely data reception were

. Becondly, the structure of remote sensing must be borne in mind.

ced struciure comprised six stages: data acquisition (satellites and command

data reception {z2ntennas snd receivers}; data pre—processing (formatting
ording), da%ta storage and dissemination (archiving and reproduction); data
and information uwtilization

rsig: (interpretation or user processing);
_&Pplicaﬁion by users). That hackground was esgential to an understanding
ecision adopted by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee with regard

ppropriate definition of the terms “primery data" and Hanalysed information'
inition vas contained in paragrephs 25-31 of the report of that

mmttee (A/AC.105/195). His delegation wished to propose that those terns

d be accepted and included in the report of the Lezal Sub-Committee.

%g; qigszizg Zg ;;e gc??¥g§%t%es of geostationary satellites and their relatior
chowid Leve thres eb e t%xt%tlon ot outer‘space, the approach to those questio
Setanlishmont o af Jectives: agreement in defining the limits of outer spac
e thl ecoromic zone in space similar to that established in the
goostationar b-i granting of priority to equatorial States in the use of th
ool s;rve z z; ilid The formulation of a treaty incorporating those provisio
Treaty én o g old purpose 1in regfflrmlng the wvalidity of the principles of
areas of rea£ : pace and in extendlgg the scope of international law to additie
Sub_Commi%tee Wgﬁggrzznzglzotal} gz?lons."ﬂis delegation hoped that the Legal

ot the ocurrent sessioﬂ. o initiate the essential provisions of such a treg

. e aspects of remote sensing requiring special

deration, The Sub-Committee should try to reeach agreement on problem aresas

ich some special action at an international level was necessary; it had

Seetig that task by identifying so—called common elements, but it was necessary
the wliole picture belore arriving at a conclusion. The problem areas

The next step should be to defin

fors
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meritlgg attention included: when an operational system could bé expected t
gsta?lls@ed; the effects of such a system, disseminastion of data; the possib
ﬁmpllca?lons of establishing an international hody; the special probleﬁs of -
afveloplng comntries; and the consequences of introducing relay setellite sy

t was necessary to ensure that future basic guldelines in the field of remo
sensing, whether it was\ carried out by individual countries cr by regional o
global international organizations, were so formulated as not to prevent the
deve%opment of the technigue. In addition, it must be recognized that remot
sensing was an activity carried out in space and that, under article T of th
Treaty on Outer Space, it could not be subject to restrictions.

down principles for remote sencing which resulted from elements of common
" pt the current stage it would be premature to consider a question as
ax as that of the substantive scope of appiication of a future international

t on remcte sersing.

#th regard to vhether remote sensing required the prior consent of the sensed
5 prior consent vas not necessary, in view of the principle

he maintained that
1aid down in article I of the 1067 Treaty. There was no

dom of outer space
is in internstional law for reguiring prior consent, since every State had

right to conduct research activities in areas and spaces not subject to
pnal”jurisdiction, provided that it took into account the legitimate interests
ther States. His delegation held that national jurisdiition epplied to the

and territory of s State, the air space above it and a territorial sea of a

1k merked out in accordance with international law. It regarded the continentali
and other maritime areams as subject to limited national jurisdiction by

on of their special status, but it deamed that no obligation existed under

ty or customary law for a State to seek the permission of other States to carry

peaceful outer-space research activities.

22, With respect to the products of remote sensing, the overriding concern
b?.to ensure that primary data were used for the maximum benefit of &ll, som
which could best be done by arranging for the free availability of such data,
the future? many countries, individually or in groups, would be sending up t
2Yn satellites, thereby completely altering the concept of "sensing country"
Therefore, ?t was essential to bear in mind the possibility that the organizat
structure within wnich remote sensing would be carried out might be diflerent
the current one. The anxiety of some countries with regard to their soverel

Qv { + - -
er their natural resources was understandsble; perhaps that anristy could )
and infTormation, his delegation

diminished by assuring internaticnal co-operation and participation in the T el Regarding access to remote-sensing data
of remote sensing ané seecing to it that developing countries were ahle to pr med its position that, in view of the permsnent sovereignty of States over
from the use of the technique. The United Hations system was already conduc *g atural resources, any data and jnformation obtained should be made

t of the sensed State, since the

ible to third parties only with the consen

éign rights of a State encompassed not only its natural resources but also

tion concerning them. Every State had a legitimate interest in direct
its own territory, and

s to remote-sensing data and information relating to 1

delegation did not believe that requiring the prior consent of the sensed State
‘the dissemination of data and information to third parties would smount to a
strictive approach in the settlement of the problem, since in State practice the
ination of such data and information was normally governed by bilateral or
lateral treaties. In that connexion, he quoted from article XI of the

Treaty and observed that, in respect of remote sensing, the article meant that

a number of activities with that end in view. Other ways of agsisting develop
commtries 1nc1uded-placing at their disposal the services of international
cogsul?ants and stimulating regional co-operation, perhaps beginning with th
establishment of greund stations. )

23. At some stage it might be feasible to establish an international organi

to take-care of one specific spplication of remote sensing, or of remote sens
one region, as, for example, sn international system for global agricultural

purposes or a system to monitor pollution. The possibility of establishing
international crganization at the proper time should be borne in mind when b 1§

gr;nc1pigs wire discussed: the effectiveness of such principles might depend: thState should be given access to data and information relating to its
nternational organization's applying them to its own satellite. ; tory on the basis of acreed conditions. 1In his view, the United Nations and

PRAyIRe ' g hsr international organizitions could co-~ordinate co-operation between States in

2h, Ifr. LUTHER {German Democratic Republic) reaffirmed that the principle of T field.
freedom of outer space was an essential basis for the codificabion and progret .

deviiopment of outer—space law. Remcte sensing of the natural resources of tl -g%g delegation was in favour of formulating d
ar b : . : . . .o . . - . n

carth favolved another basie princlple ot Lo el risourocs; the orindll G g onter bnco tmediate con data on the mereL e View ©o the
a balance between the twi Y'O i la estover thetr netures resourcgs; t? acglg el e cecptable og nen That would ensure that the sensed
States in the exploration 233?3:2 iz,ouzziesE:ie biiEEaZZiZi izégizr:zéén ) i é vas the first to receive the data relating to its territory and, at the sanme
corresponding obligations for every State. ’ ime, would help to avoid misuse of such data to the detriment of the sensed State.
ﬂQ»CDgsultations iwight , in addition, deal with the participation of the sensed
e in reading the data, with the determination of fees for their utilization and

- their confidential handling.

raft principles to the effect

25, The draft Principles formulated by the Sub-Committee at its preceding s€
were an apprppylate point of departure for the congideration of the legal asP
of remote schsing, and his delegablion welcomed the methodical approach consis
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29, It would be practical, in his opinicnm, if the guestion whether it was pOSﬁﬁ;
to distinguish or separate dasa OF informaticn collected for a specific Purpose °
from data or informetion appropriate Tor othser purposes could be considered fhmpf
the Scientific and Technical Sub-Cormittee and subzequently by the Iegal
Sub-Committee. The former could 4o valuahle preparatory work cn the problenm jip
connexion with the definition of the term "natural recources' .

33. TIn conclusion, he observed that the principles to be formulated for remote
senaing shoutd constitute o flexible framework in internationeal law. At the
prasent stage, priority chould be given to working out a stable and balanced basy

e remcte—sensing artivities, and the study of orgenizational gquestions shouldy °

resaerved for a second shtage.

The meebing rose at 12,05 p.m.




